First, it may not be clear from your formulation that liability to manic-depressive illness is in no way associated with the presence or absence of a colour-blindness gene -that is, there is no aetiological relationship between manic-depressive illness and colour blindness. As a matter of fact, the proportion of fanmilies with colour blindness in samples of manic-depressive patients does not exceed the prevalence of colour blindness in the general population. It is just that in those families that happen to carry both genes, analysis for close linkage of the genes on the same chromosome can be carried out.
We would also like to point out that the linkage studies involving the Xg blood group and manic-depressive illness were carried out on families different from the ones reported in the colour-blindness study. 
